
Characters
● Ellie: Eighteen, female. A high school senior. Intelligent, organized, ambitious,

tightly wound.
● Claire: Ellie’s mom, mid-thirties, female. Fun-loving, freewheeling, bohemian; an

embracer of life.
● Jana: Eighteen, female. Ellie’s best friend. Sarcastic, funny, irreverent.
● Liam: Eighteen, male. A Canadian exchange student. Quiet, mousy, withdrawn

and a bit dull.
● Clerk/Mrs. Speare/Police Officer/Boarding Announcement: Female, late

forties/early fifties.

Setting A small town in Indiana. 2014.

Synopsis Ellie is an ambitious high school senior who is determined to fulfil one of her
life goals: to marry her high school sweetheart. The only problem is, she doesn’t have
one. However, when a new foreign-exchange student arrives in the last few months of
school, Ellie channels the advice of her hero, Eleanor Roosevelt, to try to make her plan
come to fruition.

ELLIE
I have this list of goals for my life, and one of them is to marry my high school
sweetheart. And I don’t have one. And then Liam came and it seemed like maybe I
could cross that goal off too, but it’s so hard. And I feel so turned around and somehow
this became all I think about, and I’m running out of time, and if I fail this I’m pretty sure
it’s just going to be a domino effect and I’m going to fail everything in my life just like my
mo-- (She stops herself.) I just…I can’t fail at my first goal. (Beat - a little embarrassed)
Um…I want to be the top veterinary ophthalmologist in Chicago. I want to be my high
school and college valedictorian. I want to own homes in New York and Paris. There’s
one about elephants and Thailand and stuff.

CLAIRE
Look, I’m proud of you that you have goals and ambitions. I’m…jealous of that about
you, if I’m being honest. I have dreams and goals and plans too, but I just--I can’t seem
to make them happen like you do. One of my dreams, by the way, that I’ve had since
you were a baby, was helping my daughter get ready for prom. (A moment.) I also kind
of dreamed that you’d do something just a little illegal at prom and I’d get to pick you up
from the police station in your prom dress, but I gave up on that dream a long time ago.
(Beat.) I want you to have goals. But not if it’s to the exclusion of actually enjoying your
life. The best parts of your life are the times when you…drive to Santa Monica with no
plan and just see what happens.



JANA
Well howdy, ya’ll! I’m just pleased as punch to see ya! As for me, I guess there are two
things I’m really well known for. (She looks down at her bosom.) My songs and my
philanthropy. You see, I was born in a tiny backwoods house in Tennessee, with eleven
brothers and sisters! We didn’t have running water or electricity, and we were poor as
church mice. But I wanted to know, I had to know, that you can come from
nothin’—don’t have to be educated, don’t have to be rich or sophisticated—and still
make somethin’ of your life…. Well, shoot, you sound like a lady I’d like to get a beer
with, Ms. Roosevelt. When people ask me about my success, and my philosophy and I
tell them--I am a list maker. I like to write my goals and plans down and keep them in a
secret place where people can’t see them. If there is something I really want, I write it
down on a piece of paper and I look at the list and I concentrate real hard on it, try to
visualize it happening, and I just go through all the motions as if it’s already done.

LIAM
My mom called this morning. She and my dad are getting divorced. I kind of suspected
it. That’s why they were so insistent I do this study abroad thing. My last semester of
high school. In Indiana. So I wouldn’t be there for all of it, and they could just call me
when it was done.
(He buries his face again.) They didn’t even have the balls to sit me down and look me
in the face. They had to ship me to another country, and then call me. Cowards. And I
feel so dumb. Like, I’m graduating next month. I’m going to college. It’s not like I’ll still
live with them. It won’t really affect my life, so I don’t get why I’m so upset about it. Why
do you have to move out and go to college when you’re eighteen? Says who? (A
moment.) I just…I feel like I’m like, in a river. And it’s moving fast and sweeping me
along and I have no control over what happens or where I’m heading. And I want to get
out of the river, but it’s too strong and I don’t know how. (ELLIE chuckles.) I’m sure that
sounds stupid to you.



MRS. SPEARE
Good afternoon, everyone, and welcome to the final round of the Living History exhibit!
For those of you who were with us for the earlier rounds, welcome back! For those of
you just joining us, the students in today’s exhibit are from my senior history class, and
have been working on this project all semester. Each student was to choose an
influential person that they admire, research them, design a costume, and put together
a presentation that gives us some insight into that person’s significance in history and
personal philosophies. Today’s presentation is special, because not only is it their final
project for the semester, but the winner will be receiving a scholarship from the Indiana
Historical Society. Those of you who were here at the earlier rounds heard from such
influential people as Abraham Lincoln, Sally Ride, and… (She sighs deeply.) Alec
Baldwin. Contestants are being judged based on written papers they turned in before
the competition, and on all three in-person rounds: Costume, Talent, and our final round,
the Interview. Only two ladies have made it to the final round, and it’s an interesting
pairing, if I do say so myself—Eleanor Roosevelt and Dolly Parton!


