
 
 

    

  

          
  

     
     

    
           

     
     

       
  

           
  

        
  

     
   

        
   

      
   

       
   

     
    

    
     

      
        

   
       

    

    
   

    
    

      
         

DMACC Practical Nursing On-Demand Info Session 

VIDEO 4: COSTS, FINANCIAL AID & TIPS FOR SUCCESS 

SLIDE 1: This is part 4 of our short videos on the DMACC Practical Nursing program.  In this video we 
will discuss tips for success as well as costs related to the program. 

SLIDE 2: As the Pathway Navigator for Nursing and an extra support person for our nursing students, if a 
student struggles in the program, I tend to meet with that student.  Over the years, I have noticed that, 
if a student struggles it is often related to some common themes.  I’d like to take this opportunity to 
share some of my best tips for success based on that history. 

Academic Preparation:   This topic includes a couple of different things for me. As a pre-nursing 
student, this is a great time to focus on perfecting your study skills.  If you have been able to get by 
with little studying prior to nursing, you will find that once you enter nursing you MUST study.  Now is 
the time to figure out how you study best, practice studying in your pre-nursing classes and maybe even 
enroll in our Study Strategies class here at DMACC. Also, it is vital that you really focus on mastering 
the content in your science courses prior to entering Nursing.  If you remember, Anatomy and 
Physiology I is required as an entry requirement. You will want to make sure you are mastering this 
content and really understanding it.  As you can imagine, Anatomy and Physiology are kind of important 
in the nursing program.  If you are taking A&P and are struggling at all (or even getting a passing grade 
and just want to get a better grade) please use our Academic Achievement Center.   They have science 
faculty that assist students as well as peer tutors.  All of their services are free to you. The AAC also has 
support in almost all content areas including composition, psychology, math, and of course, sciences. 

Finances and work go together. Often time, if a student struggles in our program, it is simply because 
they are working too much.   Once you are in the nursing program, we recommend that you work part 
time if you can.   Students who try to work full time tend to struggle.  The nursing program alone will 
take you approximately 40 hours per week if you are going to class, clinical and lab and studying like you 
should.  You can imagine, if you are trying to work full time on top of that, it is tough.  We actually 
recommend you try to work a maximum of 24 hours per week and the students who are happiest are 
those that are closer to zero hours per week.   Can you work full-time and attending nursing?  Sure, 
students do it but they are spread really thin and do tend to struggle. 

That brings us to finances. In preparation for trying to cut back on your work schedule or not work full 
time, this is a great time to get on a budget.  Spending less means you don’t have to work as much to 
pay your bills because your bills will be lower.  I always advise students that this is not the time to buy a 
new car or move up to that more expensive house. Limit your spending and you won’t have to earn as 
much.  Start now, you won’t regret it. 

Family.   Since nursing school is challenging, it’s always good to talk with your family and let them know 
this.  This is a great time for others to step up and help around the house more, take on chores etc. so 
maybe you don’t have to do as much.   Also, attendance in nursing classes is mandatory and you can 
miss very little time and still pass.  So, if you have children and childcare arranged, we do recommend 
you have a backup childcare provider that can care for your kids if they are sick. If you are missing class 
for sick kids and then you get sick, often that results in students missing too much class and they cannot 
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pass.   I do want to remind you that the passing grade in nursing classes is 78% so the bar is set higher 
than a traditional classroom. Preparation is key and thinking ahead about the obstacles that might 
prevent you from being successful is just smart. 

SLIDE 3: Obviously money is important to all of us, so let’s talk about costs and financial aid related to 
the LPN program. The estimated total cost for the LPN program for 2021 is approximately $ 9,578. 
We know students like to plan so we like to give you a total estimated number that includes everything 
including tuition, books, fees, uniforms and certifications and so on. 

SLIDE 4: Financial aid is in place to assist students but you must fill out your Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid, or FAFSA, to receive aid.   It is important for ALL students to complete their FAFSA each 
year, even if you don’t plan to borrow loans.   Filling out the FAFSA is the only way you can receive 
grants and some scholarships (the good things you don’t have to pay back) as well as loans.   The FAFSA 
is opened or released on October 1 each fall for the following school year.  So, for example the FAFSA for 
the 2021-22 school year is available on October 1, 2020. We recommend you apply early so if you are 
trick-or-treating (or have trick-or-treaters at your door) you should be completing your FAFSA at 
FAFSA.gov.   Remember this application is free and you do not have to borrow money that is offered to 
you by our financial aid office.  You get to make a decision to borrow or not. 

SLIDE 5: Perhaps the most important thing that your FAFSA does is that it is your application for the Last 
Dollar Scholarship.  This is a program that fills in the gap of tuition and basic course fees after other 
federal gift aid has been applied for a student.  This is only for high need training programs, like LPN, at 
Iowa colleges.  That’s right, basically it’s free tuition and basic course fees once you are in the LPN 
program!  The Last Dollar Scholarship does not cover things like books, uniforms, physicals, etc. though. 
In order to be considered for this funding, all you have to do is fill out your FAFSA by July 1 for the 
following school year.   Since this is a first come-first served program, so we recommend you apply early. 
Remember, the FAFSA comes out October 1 for the next school year so we do recommend you complete 
your FAFSA each fall.   You can find more information about this by going to dmacc.edu and searching 
for “Last Dollar Scholarship” in the top right search box on our home page. 

We also strongly recommend you apply for any and all scholarships you qualify for.   A quick internet 
search can find many but you can also use the DMACC Financial Aid’s webpage for more information or 
simply search “scholarships” on the DMACC home page. DMACC’s foundation has their own 
scholarship application on our webpage and they alone awarded over $1 million dollars in scholarships 
last year. 

SLIDE 6: We hope these videos have answered your questions regarding our Practical Nursing program 
and have given you a good overview of what to expect.    But, we know you might have further 
questions.  If you do, feel free to start with me.   Again, my name is Sue Mixdorf and I am the Pathway 
Navigator for the nursing program here at DMACC.  I can be reached by emailing scmixdorf@dmacc.edu 
or you can call me at (515) 964-6651. Email is usually the fastest way to reach me but please don’t 
hesitate to call if you prefer to reach out that way.  If you’d like to set up a face-to-face appointment 
with me to make a plan to complete your admission requirements or just to ask questions, you can do 
so online by going to calendly.com/scmixdorf. 

SLIDE 7: This is the end of our video. Please don’t forget to take a moment to complete the short quiz 
on the Information Session webpage and submit it to receive credit for this section. 

2 

mailto:scmixdorf@dmacc.edu
https://calendly.com/scmixdorf
https://dmacc.edu
https://FAFSA.gov


 
 

     
     

       
   

       
       

 
   

 

If you’d completed the other four required videos and quizzes, you are completely done with our 
required LPN Information Session.    If so, the nursing office will be notified that you are done.  If you 
have an active LPN application on file, we will mark off this requirement on your Admissions Checklist. 
You can always check your Admissions Checklist by going to your myDMACC portal and Web Info 
System. Then you can find your Admissions Application Status and the checklist of required items for 
the LPN program to see what DMACC has marked as complete. 

We are excited that you are considering DMACC’s LPN program and wish you the best of luck! 
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