Constitution Day at DMACC
Written by Judith Vogel, Member of the first First Amendment Fest Committee
Each year, the DMACC campuses offer opportunities for students to learn more about the United States
Constitution. In 2005, Julie Roosa, who was then an instructor of Journalism at the Ankeny Campus and
who also had a law degree, received approval and initiated the planning for the first “First Amendment
Fest” at DMACC. She believed firmly that the First Amendment was critical to the existence of a
democracy in this republic and that it was important for students to learn and appreciate the rights
listed in the First Amendment. To accomplish this goal, she formed and chaired a committee composed
of volunteers from DMACC campuses to plan the events. Members included Rose Toubes, Bradley Dyke,
Jan LaVille, Greg Martin, Steve Udelhofen, Judy Vogel, and several others. Over the years, the name of
the event was changed to “Constitution Day & First Amendment Fest,” and finally to “Constitution Day.”
For the first several years, the “First Amendment Fest” was literally a festival! T‐shirts were designed
(pictures at end of this article) and given to students; an “all‐American” lunch was provided; a “Soap
Box” was built and set up so students could express their ideas and opinions publicly, “Uncle Sam”
(sometimes played by Steve Udelhofen) roamed the courtyard, and quizzes were created as a
competition for prizes. Special events at all campuses were planned with speakers, panels, and debates.
Sometimes events from one campus would be streamed to all campuses. More recently, observance of
the day has evolved into primarily inviting guest speakers.
The speaker selected for the first festival was John Tinker. He was one of the students in the Tinker vs.
Des Moines case in 1965. He, his sister Mary Beth, and other students wore black armbands to school
to protest the war in Vietnam. They were told by the administration that they could not wear the
armbands and that they could not return to school until they removed them. Students removed the
armbands, but four years later, the United States Supreme Court decided in a 7‐2 decision that students
in public schools have the right of freedom of speech as long as it is not disruptive to the educational
process. Since armbands were not disruptive, the students should have been allowed to wear them.
The Supreme Court stated that students do not "shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or
expression at the schoolhouse gate."
In 2004, Senator Robert Byrd introduced a bill in Congress to create “Constitution Day and Citizenship
Day.” This idea had its origin with the 1940 “I Am an American Day” joint resolution which asked the
President of the United States to proclaim the third Sunday in May to recognize United States citizens.
In 1952, the joint resolution was repealed and a law was passed to establish a “Citizenship Day.”
Citizens were to be instructed by civil and educational authorities “for the complete instruction …in their
responsibilities and opportunities as citizens of the United States and of the state and locality in which
they reside.” This federal law also moved the day to observe to September 17 to commemorate the
signing of the Constitution of the United States on Sept. 17, 1787. Senator Byrd’s law kept the
September 17 date for observance, but added two other requirements: 1) Every federal agency should
provide employees with education and materials on the Constitution, and 2) Each educational
institution which receives Federal funds should hold a program for students every September 17.
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Free speech activities and celebration in the courtyard outside Building #4, Ankeny Campus. DMACC
English Professor Darwin Pagnac will serve as moderator.
John Douglas Hall presentation of James Madison. Auditorium.
Constitution Trivia Contest. Bring a team of up to 4 students to answer questions and win prizes in a
game format. Building 6 Auditorium.
Screening of the documentary "Caucus." Relive the drama of the 2012 Iowa caucuses. Tentative guest
speaker: the director, A.J. Schnack. Building 6 Auditorium.

Boone Campus



Boone Campus Auditorium, John Douglas Hall presentation of James Madison.

Newton Campus



Auditorium: John Douglas Hall presentation of James Madison.
Drop in as your schedule allows
Fresh popcorn and Constitution Day Cookies
(Live stream from the Ankeny Campus).



2nd floor landing: Panel Discussion--learn more about the role our Constitution plays in everyday life



Lobby: Constitution Trivial Contest--all day, get your copy of the Constitution



Lobby: Register to Vote--sponsored by the League of Women Voters



Lobby: Constitution Cake--as long as it lasts

Urban Campus



12:50 p.m., Urban Campus, Brad Anderson, candidate for secretary of state, and Brad Zaun, Iowa
Senator.

Student at Ankeny Campus
expressing his views on the “Soap
Box.” Constitution Day 2007.
Picture by Dan Ivis.
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https://www.dmacc.edu/constitutionday/Pages/welcome.aspx
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