UNITED
TO THRIVE

Equitable. Engaged.
Empowered.
When you give to United Way, your donation creates the
foundation for a community where every person in central
Iowa has the chance to thrive.

NAVIGATOR
FourStarCharity

We’ve earned the top rating for accountability from
Charity Navigator for 16 consecutive years, putting us
in the top 1% of charities nationwide.

Unite

Take Action

We bring together
businesses, nonprofits,
government, and
individuals like you.

We create initiatives, invest in
proven programs, advocate
for change, and mobilize
volunteers.

Strategize

Evaluate

We develop sound strategies
together to take on central
Iowa’s tough challenges.

We measure
data-driven results to
ensure progress.

Your Gift Matters
Your gift is united
with those from
other donors for
a more powerful
impact.

Your gift is efficiently
and effectively
invested in programs
making real
progress.

We’ve Come a Long Way Since 2008
Your gift is creating
innovative solutions
to address our
community’s tough
challenges.

fJ/J
Most Influential
Nonprofit in
Greater
Des Moines.

We’ve received a Platinum
Seal of Transparency from
GuideStar for achieving
the highest level of
transparency.

We’ve been recognized
for developing impactful
programs like Vision to Learn,
Central Iowa HealthWorks, and
the 21-Day Equity Challenge.

In 2008, United Way of Central Iowa established the Community Goals for 2020 – three
goals around education, income, and health – to serve as our strategic focus. With 2020
behind us, here are some of our accomplishments since then.

10.2%
increase in the 5-year

graduation rate from
2008-2019, meaning
6,300 more students
have graduated than
would have if the rate
stayed at 2008 level

19,583,644
lbs of food
distributed through partners and programs since 2010
$86,501,478
Federal and state
refunds issued through the VITA program since 2008

See our Goal results and other
accomplishments at communityimpactreport.org.

COVID-19 IMPACT
$
GIVE

We invested
an additional
$1.8 million
for COVID-19
relief in the
20-21 fiscal
year.

211 Iowa has always been an invaluable resource
and referral service but especially so during times
of community-wide crisis like the pandemic and
the derecho. Need help? Call 211.

Of the total

VOLUNEER
We centralized
COVID-19
volunteer
opportunities in
our Central Iowa
Volunteer Hub.

ADVOCATE
We advocated
for the nonprofit
sector and
shared collective
challenges with
community,
state, and federal
leaders.

VACCINATE
United Way and
its 211 Iowa
team, along with
various community
partners, were able
to help Iowans get
vaccinated.

138,849
contacts made to 211 in 2020,

72,734
were related to COVID-19.

Since implementation, 211 Vaccine
Navigators have scheduled more than

25,000

COVID -19 vaccination appointments
as of June 2021.

UNITED to THRIVE
Fostering an equitable, engaged, empowered community.
With the conclusion of the Community Goals for 2020, United Way of Central Iowa is
establishing new standards, setting new goals, and continuing to measure progress
made in our community toward our new strategic focus: UNITED to THRIVE.

Under this new framework, we’re going beyond education, income, and
health – we’re uniting to address our community’s toughest challenges
and create lasting change in the 5 Elements of a Thriving Community.

EQUITY
When you
donate to
United Way
of Central
Iowa, you are
allowing us
to take on the
strategies we
layout within
each of these
Elements on
the following
pages.

Equity

United Way of Central Iowa continues to represent and advocate for the many people
who proudly make up our community. We recognize we have the role, responsibility,
and opportunity to partner across organizations to close equity gaps in all indicators of
the 5 Elements of a Thriving Community.
Read our Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Statement at unitedwaydm.org, and consider
donating to the UNITED for EQUITY Fund at united4equity.org.

Essential
Needs
United Way of Central Iowa focuses on supporting and providing resources to
programs that ensure our community is able to support our most vulnerable.
• Increase availability of and reduce barriers to accessing healthy food
for central Iowans with limited resources and access
• Provide supports needed to keep people in affordable, stable, and
healthy homes
• Increase opportunities for safe, health-promoting spaces where
central Iowans live, work, and play

Early Childhood
Success
United Way of Central Iowa knows it’s critical that we, as a community, do everything
possible to ensure positive and fulfilling early childhood experiences to set the tone
for future success.
• Address barriers to prenatal care and improve birth outcomes
• Increase access to and availability of prevention, early identification, and early
intervention services for children birth—5 years to promote healthy physical and
mental development
• Increase access to and participation of children in quality childcare and preschool
settings that promote kindergarten readiness

Education
Success
United Way of Central Iowa supports programs, activities, and initiatives that foster
academic success and allow students to create a plan for their future.
• Increase access to quality, culturally relevant, and engaging programs to promote
learning, positive social-emotional wellness, and reduce school absences for
K-12 students
• Increase student access to awareness, exploration, and activities to help them
discover a career
• Increase the number of high school students who graduate with a plan for the future

Economic
Opportunity

Health &
Well-being

United Way of Central Iowa wants every working central Iowan to earn a living wage
and have additional income to build wealth and save for assets.

United Way of Central Iowa focuses on supporting and providing resources to make good
physical, mental, and social health and well-being accessible for every central Iowan.

• Provide access to skills, training, and supports leading to jobs that provide income
needed to be self-sufficient with the opportunity to build wealth

• Reduce barriers to accessing regular, quality, culturally appropriate physical and mental
health care (e.g. stigma, language, trust, cost, proximity, availability of workforce)

• Provide access to adult basic education, post-secondary education, and supports
required for quality jobs

• Promote and support central Iowans’ sense of purpose, belonging,
and connectedness.

• Provide individuals access to financial training, services, and supports to manage
their money

• Advocate for policies and practices to improve systems impacting Health
and Well-Being and provide equitable access to central Iowans

LEAD United

LINC: $250+ Engaging young professionals to invest in and volunteer
for our work in Essential Needs.

Be a leader for central Iowa. Donate at a leadership level and join one or
more affinity groups. Each group provides opportunities to experience the
impact of your investment, access to exclusive networking events, and
career-building opportunities. Step-Up options are available.

United LEAGUE: $250+ or $1,000+

Learn more at unitedwaydm.org/give

ELI: $1,000+

African Americans advocating for and investing in equitable Economic
Opportunity for all central Iowans.

Giving youth support to create Education Success in
middle and high school.

Women United: $1,000+ Creating opportunities for Early
LEAD UNITED: $1,000+

Childhood Success through quality care and education.

Addressing challenges in all 5 Elements of a Thriving Community

Tocqueville Society: $10,000+

create lasting change in our community.

Investing strategically to

$

Give

Make a donation through your
company or at unitedwaydm.org/give

Volunteer
Find an opportunity at
volunteer.unitedwaydm.org

Advocate
Share why you give to United Way
on social with #United2Thrive

Your generosity
allows us to
respond to
current needs,
recover together,
and rebuild the
foundation to
foster a thriving
community, and
reimagine our
community’s future.
A better future for
each of us.

Give
Today
Give to rebuild a thriving
central Iowa. Make a
pledge through your
workplace campaign
or give online at
unitedwaydm.org/give

Your dollars are united with those
from other donors for bigger impact.

A team of volunteer experts invest
your dollars in efficient, effective,
proven programs.

We report results, so you know your
investment is making equitable
change in our community.

When you’re UNITED to
THRIVE, you make real
change for real people.
Read their stories.
unitedwaydm.org/stories

