
 
DMACC PROCEDURE FOR DRIVING 9 PASSENGER VANS 

 
 
To drive any DMACC 9 passenger van, all drivers must; 
 

1. Be 21 years of age. 
 

2. Possess a CDL license Class A, B or C with passenger endorsement. 
or 

Complete a self-instruction van driver-training course requiring the viewing a 75-
minute videotape and passing a written test. The video covers pre-trip inspection, van 
characteristics, cushion of safety, safety belts, scanning, backing, blind spots, city, 
highway and rural driving, transporting cargo and passengers The total time to for this 
course and test is approximately 2 hours. The test will be administered through the 
Physical Plant. 

 
3. Possess a good driving record. The privilege to drive 9 passenger vans will be revoked 

if the driver’s motor vehicle record indicates they have accumulated 4 or more points 
within the last 12 months as described by Procedure HR3305 Motor Vehicle Record 

  
4. Enforce the following policies 

 
a. Have all occupants wear seat belts at all times. 
 
b. If the van is partially full, occupants will sit in seats in front of the rear axle. 

 
c. Luggage is not permitted on top of the van. 

 
d. No trailers will be pulled. 

 
e. If there is luggage, the passengers will be limited to 9 people. 

 
This procedure will apply to all 9-passenger vans at all DMACC Campuses. 
 
Exceptions maybe made with the Director’s approval for special circumstances such as using 
the van to carry material in lieu of people, on campus only usage, etc. 
 
The Physical Plant is unable to provide qualified drivers for 9-passenger van usage. 
Alternatives will be to use minivans or sedans:  or to charter vans or buses. 
 

 



 
WHY ARE WE IMPLEMENTING THIS PROCEDURE? 
 
The three Iowa Regent Institutions have similar 9 passenger van policies that restrict whom 
can drive 9 passenger vans. 
 
The Problem With 9-Passenger Vans 
Federal studies, recently passed laws, and the all-too-frequent fatal accident are raising 
national concerns about the use of 9-passenger vans by churches and schools. With more 
than 500,000 of these vans on the nation's roads, they may seem ideal for transporting 
church members and youth to and from worship services, camps and other activities, but 
when fully loaded, the risk of a rollover is enormous. Sadly, since 1990, 424 people have lost 
their lives in van rollover accidents and hundreds more have been seriously injured. 
When combined with other safety factors, such as the lack of seatbelt use, poor driver 
selection, passenger misconduct, and the lack of side impact protection, the risks of fatality 
and serious injury when involved in a van accident are great. And, these vans, which have 
become the preferred vehicle for church use, do not pass the same government safety tests 
that other passenger vehicles do. 
After conducting a study to analyze the rollover propensity of the vans, the National Highway 
Traffic and Safety Administration (NHTSA) issued a national warning to users of such 
vehicles that they have an increased risk of rollovers under certain conditions. NHTSA's 
analysis revealed that fully loading 9-passenger vans causes the center of gravity to shift 
rearward and upward, increasing the likelihood of a rollover occurring. This shift also 
increases the potential for loss of control in panic maneuvers. Finally, the design of these vans 
is not conducive to handling side impacts and many injuries and deaths attributed to these 
larger vans are a result of passenger ejection, either due to lack of seatbelt availability or use. 

NHTSA Study Findings 

• Rollover risks rise dramatically as the number of van occupants increases. 
• With 10 or more occupants, the rollover rate is nearly three times the rate of vans that 

are lightly loaded. 
• With more than 15 occupants, the risk of a rollover is almost six times greater than if 

the van only has five occupants. 

According to NHTSA, the study also reaffirms the importance of using seat belts in vans at all 
times, since nearly 80 percent of those who died last year in single vehicle rollovers were 
not buckled up. Properly used seatbelts dramatically increase the chances of survival in a 
rollover crash. NHTSA estimates that people who wear their seatbelt are about 75 percent 
less likely to be killed in a rollover crash than people who don't. 
 
The National Transportation Safety Administration has found that the risk of a rollover crash 
greatly increases when 10 or more people ride in a 9-passenger van. This is caused by the 
weight raising the center of gravity of the vehicle. The following are excerpts from the NTSA 
web site; 

 
What can organizations do to protect their passengers? 
Over the past decade, 80 percent of people killed in rollover crashes in 9-passenger vans 
were unbelted. Passengers can dramatically reduce their risk of being killed or seriously 
injured in a rollover crash by simply using their seat belts. Organizations that own 9-



passenger vans should have a written seat belt use policy. Drivers should be 
responsible for enforcing the policy. 
Seat belt use is especially critical because large numbers of people die in rollover 
crashes when they are partially or completely thrown from the vehicle. NHTSA 
estimates that people who wear their seat belts are about 75 percent less likely to be 
killed in a rollover crash than people who don’t. 
 
Does an experienced driver make a difference? 
Significant differences in the design and handling characteristics of a 9-passenger 
van make it drive differently from other passenger vehicles. Therefore, an 
organization that owns a 9-passenger van should select one or two experienced drivers 
to drive the van on a regular basis. These drivers will gain valuable experience 
handling the van. This experience will help make each trip a safe one.  
 
How can rollover crashes be prevented? 
Because most rollover crashes don’t involve other vehicles, they are often preventable. 
Here are some tips for drivers to minimize the risk of a rollover crash and serious injury: 

Avoid conditions that lead to a loss of control. Never drive while under the 
influence of alcohol or other drugs. Make sure you are and well-rested attentive, 
and always slow down if the roads are wet or icy.  

Drive cautiously on rural roads. Be particularly cautious on curved rural roads 
and maintain a safe speed to avoid running off the road. 

Know what to do if your wheels drop off the roadway. If your wheels drop off the 
roadway, or pavement, gradually reduce speed and steer back onto the roadway 
when it is safe to do so.  

Properly maintain your tires. Make sure your tires are properly inflated and the 
tread is not worn down. Worn tires can cause your van to slide sideways on wet or 
slippery pavement. Improper inflation can cause handling problems and can lead 
to catastrophic tire failures, such as blowouts. Therefore, check tire pressure and 
tread wear once a month.  

What are other considerations for safe driving? 
When a 9-passenger van is not full, passengers should sit in seats that are in front of 
the rear axle.  
More than 9 people should never be allowed to ride in a 9-passenger van.  
Because a 9-passenger van is substantially longer and wider than a car, it: 

Requires more space and additional reliance on  
the side-view mirrors for changing lanes 

Does not respond as well to abrupt steering  
maneuvers 

Requires additional braking time 

 


