Author’s Purpose




PIE: Author’s General Purposes

To persuade: change opinions or take action
+ Appeal to emotions orintellect
+ Sources: political texts, editorials

To inform: give knowledge, teach
+ Objective, unemotional

+ Sources: encyclopedias, research studies, newspapers
www.womenshealthmag.com

To express: use language in an expressive, emotional way

+ To entertain: be humorous or tell a story
+  Appeal to imagination and sense of humor; use sarcasm, overstate, or understate
+  Sources: fiction or non-fiction

+ Toinspire/commemorate
+  Appeal to audience’s shared values

+ Sources: eulogies, Presidential speeches after tragedies, award recipients, graduation
ceremonies

You might have a combination, but one is usually primary: check (1) the main idea, (2)
the source, and (3) the language
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