Excel Graphing:  Rough outline to assist in plotting a two variable graph.   To find Excel, click on Start Button at bottom left corner of your screen, highlight Programs, Select Microsoft Office or Microsoft Excel.
Enter Data for x-axis in column A and data for y-axis in column B


Row 1: Variable Title


Row 2:  Unit for variable


Highlight data you wish to graph

Toolbar:  Insert   ( or chart icon on toolbar )


Chart (this will take you to Chart Wizard)


Step 1:  Standard Type



XY Scatter,  next


Step 2:  Data Range  (highlight data from columns A & B)



Series, use column


Step 3:  Titles tab,  fill in following:




Chart title: Your Y variable / X variable = ??




Value X:  Variable and Unit




Value Y:  Variable and Unit



Axes tab: X and Y are usually checked.



Gridlines tab




Check X , major (and minor for determining slope)




Check Y, major (and minor for determining slope)



Legend tab




Remove check mark



Labels tab  -  Optional


Step 4:  Chart Location



Try both choices to decide what you want – probably default


Finish

Adjust the size of the chart


Click on the graph – Graph will fill full sheet of paper.    To view larger graph on screen, move the cursor over the boxes on sides or corners until the cursor changes to a double arrow.   Drag to the size you wish.

Change the color


Right Click on the background (plot area).  Format the plot area – use white for background.  Change the color of the gridlines using same method.  

On Toolbar, the Chart, Chart Options will take you to the screen you saw in step three of the chart wizard (change titles, axes, gridlines, legend, and labels)

To add the best fit curve or line to your data, move your mouse to a data point until you see [Series 1 pt #,,,,] .  Right click then select Add Trendline. If you use more than one style of Trendline, you should show them with different colors or style with Format Trendline. 
To add an equation, point arrow to your line, right click, select Options, check Display Equation to add the equation to your chart.

If you click on the increment numbers along either axis, Patterns will be able to insert tick marks along that axis.  Scales allows you the change the minimum increment, maximum increment, major unit increments, minor unit increments, and where the x-axis crosses the y-axis. 

Play with the choices and if you do not like the change click on the undo arrow in the toolbar.

