DMACC ESL L5 (9/23/09)

Belden

Learning English through Computers: Assignment 6
1.  Log onto the computer.  

User name: urbanesl

Password: non-credit

2.  Click on the Internet Explorer icon to open the internet.
A.  Get Some Help on Your Writing
As you probably know, this week our class has been given an assignment to write a paragraph about housing.  Students need to choose a specific topic related to housing, and we’ve come up with some options as a class, including the following:


-interior/exterior design
-rent or buy?


-protecting your home

-how to build your dream house


-gardening


-my own story involving a house


-energy efficiency

-tenant/landlord communication

You can choose a topic from this list or come up with your own.  Once you have a topic, search for a good website about this topic.  You can use www.google.com or another search engine.  Use this website to answer the following questions:


a)  As of today, what is your topic? _____________________________________

b)  What is the title of the website you’ve found?  _________________________


     The address?  ____________________________________________________

  


c)  What kinds of information are presented on this website?


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

d)  What is one quotation from the website that you think is interesting?  (Tell me the exact words used by the website, and put quotation marks “  “ around the quote.) 


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________


e)  Why did you decide that this is a good website?


__________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

B.  America’s First Houses

In this unit, we’ve been learning about issues affecting homeowners and renters in the U.S. today.  It might be interesting, though, to take a historical look at housing.  As you may know, the United States is only a few hundred years old, and before the first European settlers ever came here, there were Native American or Indian societies with their own cultures and their own forms of housing.  The following website will teach you about the way people used to live in North America and the kinds of houses they built.  As you read, you might compare this history with the history of housing in your own culture.

1.  Go to google.com and type the following into the search box: native American homes


 Click ‘Google Search.’

2.  A list of websites should appear.  Click on Native American Homes: Wigwams, Longhouses, Tepees, Lodges, and ...
3.  Use this website to answer the following questions:

a)  The first paragraph explains that, in the past, some Native American tribes were nomadic.  What does this word mean?  

__________________________________________________________________

b)  What kind of house would be needed by a nomadic tribe?

__________________________________________________________________

c)  Wigwams are the traditional homes of Algonquin people.  According to this article, Algonquins would move each winter to hunting camps.  What features of wigwam homes would be good for people who moved frequently?
__________________________________________________________________

d)  The traditional home of Plains Indians is the ‘teepee.’  These tribes would carry their ‘teepees’ with them whenever they moved, and they moved often because they ate buffalo meat, and the buffalo herds would migrate.  Why did Plains Indians carry their homes with them when they moved, rather than building new ‘teepees’ each time? 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

e)  Of the kinds of houses explained on this site, which do you think is the most interesting?  Why?


__________________________________________________________________
