BIO 926 – The History and Science of Natural Disasters
Spring 2010

Instructor (Lecture):		Curtis Eckerman
Office:				Rm. 12, Bldg. 4
Phone:				515.965.7326
Website:			http://www.dmacc.edu/instructors/cmeckerman
E-mail:				cmeckerman@dmacc.edu

Course Description
This course is about the nature of natural disasters and their impacts on human history.  While the science of how natural disasters occur and the destruction they harvest has long fascinated humans often the long term social impacts of these disasters is overlooked.  We will seek not only to understand the forces behind such disasters but to also get an appreciation for the impacts they have on our lives and the lives of everyone around us.
Class Description
This course will be different from other classes that you have taken.  It will take the form of part lecture, part discussion and part student presentation.  You will find that while you will not have exams, you will be expected to read the assigned chapters and to participate in our discussion.  It will be very evident to me and to everyone in the class if you have not kept up with the reading.
You should be prepared to read.  There is more reading material here than you are likely used to.  However, I have chosen the material carefully so that it is not only informative but interesting as well.  I believe that you will not feel the burden of reading a text book but I want to caution you not to fall behind.
Grading
Because of the nature of this course the majority of your grade will come from participating in our weekly discussions of the assigned reading.  You will also be graded on your presentation at the end of the semester but count towards your participation grade in the class.  The work you put into the presentation will reflect your level of participation in the course as a whole.



Textbooks:
· Krakatoa: The Day the World Exploded: August 27, 1883. By Simon Winchester
· A Crack in the Edge of the World: America and the Great California Earthquake of 1906. By Simon Winchester
· Rising Tide: The Great Mississippi Flood of 1927 and How It Changed America. By John Barry
· The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of Those Who Survived the Great American Dust Bowl.  By Timothy Egan

 Course Calendar
	Date
	Book
	Chapters for discussion
	Topics

	Week 1
	
	
	

	Week 2
	Krakatoa
	1-3
	

	Week 3
	Krakatoa
	4-6
	

	Week 4
	Krakatoa
	7-8
	

	Week 5
	Krakatoa
	9-10
	

	Week 6
	A Crack in the Edge of the World
	1-4
	

	Week 7
	A Crack in the Edge of the World
	5-7
	

	Week 8
	A Crack in the Edge of the World
	8-10
	

	Week 9
	A Crack in the Edge of the World
	11 & Epilogue
	

	Week 10
	Rising Tide
	Parts 1-3
	

	Week 11
	NO SCHOOL (Spring Break)
	
	

	Week 12
	Rising Tide
	Parts 4-6
	

	Week 13
	Rising Tide
	Parts 7-9
	

	Week 14
	Worst Hard Time
	Part 1
	Student Presentations

	Week 15
	Worst Hard Time
	Part 2
	Student Presentations

	Finals Week
	Worst Hard Time
	Part 3
	Student Presentations

	
	
	
	



