WHAT DO WE KNOW ABOUT VIRUSES, PRIONS and VIROIDS?
Emerging diseases are diseases which have just begun to be recognized as problems.  Many of these are caused by viruses.  Viruses are very tiny agents of disease which cause things from Yellow Fever, to Ebola, to Hepatitis to West Nile Encephalitis to AIDS.
Viral diseases can be spread by Contaminated Food, Water, Bodily Fluids, Sneezes, Insects and Arthropods.  Viral diseases which are beginning to emerge in the US are Dengue Fever, West Nile Virus, Measles, Mumps, and Influenzas of various strains and AIDS among others.
Viral diseases cannot be treated with antibiotics.  There are a few anti viral treatments available for specialized Infections though the best protection against viral infections is numerous very good vaccines.
Vaccination is the cornerstone of good public health programs.  People need to understand that the reason for the disappearance of many of these diseases is because of the vaccination programs which are in existence. The reason for some of the old diseases reappearance is because of some organized vaccination program resistance.
The best protection against viral infection aside from vaccines is hand washing and other good sanitary practices as well as good insect repellant protection.
In most cases prion caused disorders are not easily transmitted but also are not easily disinfected.  The only thing which effectively destroys Prions is incineration.
VIroids are plant pathogens and really of little common concern.
 
