Data349 Advanced PL/SQL Program Units

Reading Assignment Chapters 1 through 2

Focus Questions Assignment

Instructor:
Kelly Jo Sanders
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(515) 964-6870

Email:

kjsanders@dmacc.org
Website:
www.dmacc.org/instructors/kjsanders



After completing the assigned reading, answer the following questions.  Type your answers to be turned in on the given due date.

This course currently uses the following versions:

SQL*Plus
version 8.0.5

Oracle

version 8i 

PL/SQL
version 8.0.5.0.0

Note:  Since we won't be using much of the software they discuss (The Oracle Developer tools) and since we are only using PL/SQL version 8, I am not concerned if you skip over paragraphs discussing Oracle Developer tools and other versions of PL/SQL.  

1. What does PL/SQL offer that stand alone SQL doesn't?  Why use it?

2. Name all RDBMS that support the use of PL/SQL?

3. What two problems did Oracle Corporation recognize early in Oracle's life cycle? 

4. What four principles does the author encourage you to adopt as an Oracle programmer?  Briefly explain what is meant by each principle.  Which of the four do you think you will have the most difficulty with?

5. What five "Best Practices" does the author present for coding PL/SQL?  Briefly explain what each means.  

6. What are the naming rules for Identifiers in PL/SQL?

7. What in PL/SQL is case-sensitive and what isn't?  

8. How can you put a single quote inside a string?

9. What is the delimiter in PL/SQL?  In other words, how are statements terminated?

10.  How are comments added to PL/SQL?

11.  Briefly describe what is meant by PRAGMA.

12.  Describe the sections of a PL/SQL block of code.  What does each contain?  Which are optional and which are mandatory?
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