Des Moines Area Community College
Respiratory Therapy Program

Orientation and Registration Information
WELCOME TO RESPIRATORY THERAPY!  
We are excited you have chosen to join us in the journey to become a respiratory therapist.  During the next two years you will learn the information, skills and attitudes needed to become a successful respiratory therapist, you will be actively involved in the learning process.

Larry Barrett and Kerry George will be your primary instructors during the time you spend in the respiratory therapy program.  Each of us has over 20 years experience in the profession of respiratory therapy and more than 15 years teaching experience.  We are interested in assisting you to be successful in the profession of respiratory therapy.  Our role is to create the environment in which you can learn everything needed to become a successful respiratory therapist.  We can not compel you to learn anything during your time in the program, but we will hold you accountable for learning all you need.  The most significant problem students have encountered with success in the program is not devoting enough time to being a student.  We understand you have many demands on your time, attention and energy, but you have made a commitment to enter a difficult educational program and you must devote the time and effort needed to be successful in that endeavor.  A general guide is that you will need to devote between 2 and 5 hours of time outside class for each hour of class time.  The actual amount will depend on your math and science background, reading ability and study and learning skills and style and your proficiency with the English language.
You have many resources available to aid you to be successful.  Your instructors, in all classes, want you to be successful and will assist you so long as you are willing to do your part.  There is no magic to learning, it takes hard work and when you do the work needed, you will learn all that you need to.  Just as developing muscles requires frequent exercise of those muscles with increased workload, developing knowledge requires frequent exercise of the brain with new information.  If you do not do the needed work, it is not possible for your instructors or any of the other resources to assist you to succeed.  In addition to classroom instructors, you have access to the Academic Achievement Center instructors, writing laboratory, computer laboratory resource persons, counselors, advisors, tutors, other students and special services personnel.  We can not anticipate your needs so we depend on you to talk with us so we can assist you to access the services that will assist you to succeed.   

Today we will accomplish several important tasks necessary for you to begin the respiratory therapy program.  One of the most important is that you will register for classes for the fall semester.  Your registration will assure you are able to be scheduled for the classes at the times you need them.  It is very important that you arrange for payment for the registration by September 9, 2008.  If you do not pay the tuition and fees due by cash, check, credit card, establish a payment plan with the Business Office or arrange for your financial aid to be applied to your account, your registration for the classes will be cancelled after this day.  Since many classes will be filled by that time and have waiting lists, it is likely another student will be registered in that class before you are notified of the cancellation of your registration.  It will be difficult or impossible for you to find a section of these classes that will not conflict with you other classes or other commitments.  It is necessary you talk with the staff in Student Accounts to assure any financial aid you will receive will be applied to your tuition and fees payments so you are not withdrawn from your classes.
The following books will be used in your first term of the program and in each of the following terms.  The books will be available in the bookstore around the first week of August.  You may purchase the books from the bookstore at that time or order from any retail or on-line book seller.  It will be helpful for you to obtain the books prior to the first day of class.  This will enable you to avoid very long lines in the Knowledge Knook Bookstore and to be familiar with the books before your first assignments are made.

Title




Author
       Edition
Publisher
ISBN

Egan’s Fundamentals of Respiratory Care
Wilkins

9th
Mosby

978-0-323-03657-3
Mosby’s Respiratory Care Equipment

Cairo

7th
Mosby

0-323-02215-4












978-0-323-02215-6
Case Profiles in Respiratory Care

French

2nd
Delmar

0-7668-0777-0












978-0-7668-0777-8
Clinical Assessment in Respiratory Care

Wilkins

4th
Mosby

0-3230-0909-3












978-0-323-02885-1
Case Studies to Accompany Respiratory Disease
Des Jardins
4th
Mosby

0-323-00909-1












978-0-323-01075-7
Learning Style Inventory


Kolb


Hay

1-0069-0000-4












978-1-006-90000-6

Any Medical Dictionary A good one if you need one is

Encyclopedia & Dictionary Medicine, Nursing 
Miller & Keane
8th
Saunders
0-7216-6278-1

       And Allied Health








978-1-416-02604-4
It will be necessary for you to use a computer with access to the internet for most of your classes during the time you are enrolled in the program.  All your respiratory therapy classes will have Web enhanced content you will need to access and complete.  You will receive some assignments by e-mail and will need to submit some assignments in electronic format.  It is not necessary that you have a computer or internet service at your home, as you can access all the needed items while on campus.  It will be easier for you to receive information and submit assignments if you have a computer with internet access at home, but you can either use computers here on campus or at public libraries.  There are several computers in the respiratory therapy program area and in Building #9 and several labs around campus you can use.
All the hospitals in which you will obtain clinical experience are required to assure all persons having contact with patients are not a danger to them.  For that reason it is necessary for you to complete applications for criminal background checks prior to beginning the program.  The cost for this check will be included in your first semester fees.  You will complete the forms when you are here for orientation and registration.

We are here to assist you to be successful.  Please talk to us whenever you are thinking of dropping a class or withdrawing from the program so we can assure you are considering all the options and information you should be.  We will not force you to do anything you do not want, but want to assure you do not make a decision on less information than you need to know.

Kerry George

Program Chair, Instructor
kegeorge@dmacc.edu

515-964-6298











Cell
515-333-0046

Larry Barrett

Director of Clinical Ed.
lkbarrett@dmacc.edu

515-964-6378











Cell
515-333-0114
Tina Carpenter
Program Counselor

cmcarpenter1@dmacc.edu
515-964-6436

Sheri Husak

Program Advisor

slhusak@dmacc.edu

515-964-6467
