BIO 926 – Honors Seminar
Class Presentation Project

This is guideline for the project that you will work on and present in the last two weeks of the class.  The purpose of this project is to get you to explore in greater detail a natural disaster of your choice and to look at it from the perspective that we have taken in this class.
Details
You should prepare for a 20-30 minute presentation to your classmates.  The natural disaster that you choose to cover should have the following properties:
· It should be a natural disaster that has happened in modern times.  By this I mean it should be at least within the last 120 years.  This is so that there is more information available to you.
· The disaster should be significant in that it has a large human impact.  This is so that you can discuss these impacts and the aftermath.
I want you to try and answer the following questions in your presentation:
· What was the area like before the disaster?
· Was the disaster completely unexpected or was there a history of this kind of thing?
· What caused the disaster?  (This may require a lot of explanation because this is where I would look for the science behind our understanding of these kind of disasters.)
· What was happening before the event?  (Were people aware of what was happening?  Was it sudden?  Did it unfold slowly?)
· What was the disaster like?  (This is where you would describe the events of the disaster)
· What was the immediate aftermath of the disaster?  (What was the destruction like?)
· What were the long term consequences of the disaster if any?
· What is the likelihood of this kind of disaster happening in the same location again?  Happening elsewhere?
You may present this in a variety of formats but you should avoid overhead flimsies and slides.  You should plan to have your presentation digital whether it is through power point or some other digital media.  Natural disasters are inherently interesting so provide plenty of pictures or video clips that will bring the disaster to us in the class more fully.
